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TALENT ABOUNDS 
Alea ves x08 by Connte Wolf 


Pemctoculturist, Lchthyologist, pilot, seamstress, dancer - you 
name it, and you'll find someone here at HSS who does it. Call it 
hobby, avocation, diversion - I prefer to call it creativity, pro- 
ductive accomplishments which enhance the lives of those participating 
in these activities. 


Theatre and dance hold a strong attraction for two of our em- 
ployees. 


MR. GEORGE VITARIUS, Assistant Supervisor of Prosthetics and 
Orthotics has been either acting, dancing, or directing in the 
theatre since he was a young boy. He has recently been named Director 
of the Co-Op City Theatre Co. (Co-Op City, largest co-operative in 
the world, is located in the Bronx, and when completed by the end of 
1971 will house approximately 15,000 families.) Previously, he was 
the director of the Knights of Pithias productions in the Bronx and 
director of the Footlight Players at Mt. Sinai. 


Mr. Vitarius' wife is a dancer as well, and the two of them have 
appeared with various Hungarian Operetta Companies. She now teaches 
the tap and ballet classes at Co-Op City. 


A wealth of practical experience made Mr. Vitarious particularily 
suited for work in our brace shop. His father was a manufacturer of 
orthopedic appliances and he and his three brothers worked in the 
business. Later he spent three years in the medical department of 
the Army working in a brace shop. 


Asa member of the Co-Op City Arts: Council, Mr Vitariusewii 
undoubtedly bring many fresh and creative ideas to their blossoming 
colturalelire. 


NORMAN HOWELL, an HSS operating room aide, is an accomplished 
dancer who made his T.V. dubut on the Original Amateur Hour (Ted Mack, 
Geritol, remember?). A native New Yorker, Mr. Howell attended 
Franklin K. Lane High School and the Julliard School of Dancing. He 
went on to study at the Katherine Dunham School of Dancing and is at 
present a member of the Katherine Dunham Dancers. 


A man keenly concerned with community affairs, he volunteered 
for the Mayor's Team for Self-Help in Newark, a program sponsored by 
Mayor Kenneth Gibson, and was selected to teach dance in the Pilgrim 
Baptist Church to young people age 12-22. This program meets twice 
weekly and is designed to keep the younger generation off the streets. 


Also, Mr. Howell just re- 
turned from a two week travelling 
engagement sponsored by the United 
Negro College Fund. The team 
performed at Kent State, Michigan 
State University, the University 
of Detroit and in Denver, Colo- 
rado. 


He has recently been 
selected to appear in the summer 
road companyeoL ellos Dolly (a 
Hal Merritt production). They 
will travel to various cities 
On the weekends, and he will be 
back at work on Monday morning. 


Mr. Howell has created his 
own style of dance reflecting 
the influence of Primitive, 
Afro-Cuban, and modern dancing. 
He is planning a professional 
concert later this year. 


DR. LEONHARD KORNGOLD, an eminent immunologist with a laboratory 
on the third floor of the Research Building, has a magnificent collec- 
tion of gloxinia and African violets, family name, "gesneriad". 


As a high school student in the Netherlands he became interested 
in botany which he went on to study in college. From there he moved 
to bacteriology, also a form of plant life, and says that historically 
immunology is a sub-branch of bacteriology. 


Dr. Korngold finds that plants grow better for him here at the 
Hospital than they do in his home because of the even temperature 
and humidity they enjoy here. In his office are pot after pot of 
blooming African violets-- purple, pink, white, double-blossomed and 
a prayer plant which is so named because in the evening the leaves come 
together like praying hands. (At home he uses a gro-lux light which he 
Suggests is particularily good for growing plants in a dark area of the 
home.} It is wonderful to walk into his lab and see these flourishing 
plants living so comfortably amidst the test tubes and machines. 


Fish are the hobby of DR. JOSEPH MIRRA, Assistant Pathologist at 
HSS, a hobby which has evolved gradually over many years. Asa young 
boy he had zebra fish, black mollies and red swordtails and then as 
a student at The Bronx High School of Science he began breeding bettas 
(Siamese fighting fish). 


There are over 1000 varieties of tropical fish, most of which can 
be raised in the home. Dr. Mirra feels that the general public should 
know more about the different varieties of fish and their individual 
habits. Most people, he says, think of fish in terms of goldfish or 
guppies, and everything else is too exotic to survive in an ordinary 
living room tank. Not so! Some of his favorites are: the upside- 
down catfish which swimsupside down and eats its food off the surface 
of the water; the kuhli loaches which look like orange spotted eels and 
twine around each other when they sleep; and the sucker catfish which 
has a mouth like a suction cup and eats the algae off the side of the 
tank. 


Dr. Mirra sees many similarities between fish and humans. Some 
are loners, some are aggressive, others do well in a community tank, 
while others fight when put with fish of a different family. 


He regards this hobby as an excellent one for young people, 
particularily city children. There is work involved, and responsibil- 
ity, but through observation the child can make many discoveries about 
nature. 


After seeing Dr. Mirra's fish, BARBARA BOSCO, Executive Secretary 
to Dr. Robert Mellors, took a renewed interest in fish. She and her 
brother had raised fish as youngsters and then when he grew up and 
married, he took the fish tank with him. 


Miss Bosco acquired a tank from Dr. Mirra and began her collec- 
tion. She has selected the most colorful fresh water fish for her tank. 
Clown loaches, red-tail sharks and red swordtails are some of her 
favorites. She hasn't had too much luck as a fish breeder yet. Her 
blue goramies which are supposed to build bubble nests have never done 
so and her sunset plattie keeps having stillborn offspring. She's not 
discouraged a bit and plans to expand her hobby. 


--conttnued on page 8-- 


HSS REPRESENTED AT NAPNES CONVENTION 
By Marte Flynn 


The Hospital for Special Surgery was well represented at the 30th 
Annual Convention of NAPNES held in Cincinnati, Ohio this April 24th 
through April 29th. 


Attending from Nursing Education were Mrs. Marie Flynn, R.N. - 
clinical instructor - accompanied by two of our students, Miss Dorothy 
Rock and Mrs. Brenda Cendroski. 


Staff members also attending included: 


Mrs. Marjorie Admiral LPN - evening shift 7 South 
Mrs. Barbara Gilman LPN - evening shift 8 South 
Miss Hargie Henderson LPN - night shift 8 North 


The theme of the Convention was the "LP/VN-V.1I.P. in Health Care." 


The Grand March of students included members from twenty-nine 
schools of Practical Nursing and was very impressive indeed! Mrs. Flynn 
observed how good it was to see the young men and women in nursing 
dem-nstrating their love and concern for their fellow man. 


NIGHT CLINIC OPENS 
By Hedt White 


Special Surgery passed a new milestone on April 5, 1971 as the doors 
opened at 5PM for the first evening clinic. Mrs. Agnes V. Charmer, the 
first patient to register, was pleased to learn of her role in Special 
Surgery's "history". Shown below with Dr. Robert L. Patterson, Surgeon- 
in-Chief, and Dr. Lee Ramsay Straub. 


Mrs. Charmer is an 
employee of the Plaza 
Hotel where her working 
hours «confilactewath? che 
day clinics hours. Now 
along with other new 
patients, Mrs. Charmer 
finds the evening clinic 
convenient. 


The clinic which runs from 
5PM-7PM every Monday except 
for two months during the 
summer, is the first even- 
ing clinic established in 

a voluntary hospital in 

New GC. 


PROFESSIONALLY SPEAKING 


DR. CARL BERNTSEN of the 
Rheumatic Diseases Division of 
the Department of Medicine has 
recently returned from an ex- 
tended trip in Central and North 
India, Nepal and Sikkim. En route 
Dr. Berntsen met informally with 
physicians of the teaching hospi- 
tals in Udaipur, Gangtok and New 
Delhi. He presented studies of 
the rheumatoid factor and prog- 
nosis of rheumatoid arthritis 
to the Indian Rheumatism Associ- 
tion and the Staff and Students 
of The Maulana Azad Medical Coll- 
ege and associated hospitals in 
New Delhi. He participated in 
celebrations honoring students 
awarded their doctorates by the 
latter institution. Dr. Berntsen 
traveled with members of The 
Asia Society, serving as their 
primary physician on this trip 
of five weeks duration. 


DR. LAWRENCE BLAU pre- 
sented a paper "The Current 
Status of High Resolution Scan- 
ning in Nuclear Medicine" on 
Peri 2., 1971 at The Harvard 
School of Dental Medicine. 


DR. PETER BULLOUGH gave two 
lectures "Osteoporosis and Osteo- 
malacia" and "Hyperparathyroidism" 
at the Symposium on Bone and Joint 
Diseases - Radiology on April 
26, 1971 held at Memorial Hospital. 


DR. EUGENE LANCE was Chair- 
man at the Session on Antilym- 
phocyte Serum at the meeting of 
the American Association of 
Immunologists, Chicago, Illinois 
Simei L7i,) 2971.) Dr. Lance 
presented a paper entitled "The 
Induction of Transplantation 
Tolerance Within and Across 
Species Barriers" on April 27, 
1971 at the 4th Symposium of the 


Charles Salt Research Center, 
Shropshire, England. He also 
presented a paper "Tissue Speci- 
fic Transplantation Antigens" on 
Aprasier2 3 51-9 7.1% 


DR. RALPH MARCOVE spoke at 
the Residents Teaching Conference 
at Memorial Hospital on "Diagno- 
Sis of Malignant Bone Tumors" 
on April 7 and on "Treatment of 
Malignant Bone Tumors" on April 
14, 1971. He also attended a 
seminar "Task Force on Malignant 
Bone Tumors" at the American 
Joint Committee for Cancer Stag- 
ing and..End Results Reporting at 
Pavilion Hospital, Houston, Texas 
OnwADE IL |: Iisale. 


DR. ROBERT LEE PATTERSON, 
JR. has been elected an honorary 
Fellow of the British Ortho- 
paedic Association. 


DR. AARON POSNER lectured 
on "Application of Physics to 
Biology" at New York University, 
Department of Physics on April 
7 fe ae WAL 


LOCK SHARP - SPEAK UP 


Safety ts Everybody's Bustness 


WHO? WHAT? WHERE? WHEN? AND WHY? 


By Kitty Johnson 


Here are a few "marriage happenings" that helped to make it a very 
merry, merry month of May!!! 


ANNE CESARIO (Lab) married Jeffrey Dubitsky on May 1, 1971 --- 
ANN PERZ (Nursing) became Mrs. Thomas Buckley on May 20, 1971 --- and 
on May 29, 1971 Capt. Christopher Straub, eldest son of DR. & MRS. 
LEE RAMSAY STRAUB was wedded to Mary Page Ward of Spartansburg, South 
Carolina --- DORIS BECKFORD (Dietary) is now Mrs. Renford Barrett --- 
Correction::: In the March issue, this column mentioned the marriage 
of Theresa Gomengingerto Paul Michael, however, Theresa is the daughter 
of HSS (OPD) cashier LILLIAN GOMENGINGER -please. accept our apology 
Lillian!! DOROTHY GRZYBOWSKI (Nursing) is happily planning for an 
October wedding----- 


What are little girls made of??? Well, if you should ask MERYL 
MILLER (Physical Therapy) she'd say that all (7 lb. 2 oz.) of baby 
Lauren is made of sugar --- while, GLORIA PERALTA (Nursing) might reply 
that her newborn Maritza is made of sugar and spice --- and as for 
proud papa CARLO REWAUD (Building Service) he would surely tell you 
that his Antoinette, born on March 21, 1971 is made of sugar, spice 
and everything nice --- cause after all, that's what all baby girls 
are made of!!! eur: 


A speedy recovery is sent to AWITA GRAHAM and LORRAINE MILLER 
(Nursing) --- After a bout of illness, both ALICE LEE’ and THELMA 
SPICER (Nursing) are on the mend and on the job again --- Get well 
wishes are cheerfully sent to CHARLENE HARRIS (Dietary) who was a 
patient in N. Y. Hospital recently --- and glad to see WANCY YODER 
(Adm) walking our corridors again, after several weeks of illness 
(during Nancy's illness former Adm. secretary Mary K, Rogers returned 
to sub for her). Certainly glad that congenial WILLIAM GRANNIS 
(Accounting) could throw away those crutches FLASH!! Just heard 
that via his daughter, BIZL is now a new "grand-pop" of a baby boy!!! 


We were saddened to hear about the sudden and untimely death of 
(OR) GARLANDGAITHER’S young wife --- 


Did ja know that?? WORMA BARRETT, JOHN HUTCHINSON, CALVIN MENTON 
and MILDRED NESMITH (all formerly with Dietary) have been transferred 


to our Nursing Department --- Congratulations to MARIE MAXWELL (Social 
Service) on her promotion as Agency Co-ordinator under the auspices of 
the Accounting Department --- and RUTH AWN RIOS (Nursing) has returned 


to OPD after working for two months on 5 North --- That bright and 


cheerful "Room 129" is the new PHS office of CARLOTTA WRIGHT 


(Nursing) --- Building Service is now luxuriously located in the base- 
ment, Room B-42 --- 


Please welcome to the HSS fold::: OLGA RAMOS (Fund Raising) --- 
CARLOS LA PORTE, THOMAS PETERSON, TITI TERIBA (Building Service) --- 
and MARGARET MARTIN (Social Service) --- 


Hope you didn't forget to wish these former fellow employees "good 
luck"!! AWN CRONIN (Accounting), MARY DIGGINS (OR) HASSLE SDOCK 


(Bldg. Ser.) (Hassie now resides in Florence, S.C.) --- ISELIN HARRIS 
and DIANE HAYNES (Nursing), ELLEN LEVINE (Physical Therapy) and JANE 
SILVER (Dietary) (Jane is a full time student at NYU) --- DR. RICHARD 


HARPER, Assistant Scientist (DR. POSNER'S Lab) going to Renssalaer 
College in Troy, N.Y. as Assistant Professor in Physics --- 


GUSSIE JONES and LUCY PICKEL (Central Supply) attended a Seminar 
in Erie, Pa. sponsored by the American Sterilizer Co. --- BARBARA LEE 
(OPD Cl.) flew to Las Vegas --- while BARBARA HEVESSY and MARY JANE 
QUATROCHE (Nursing) flew up, up and away to Marjorca --- also heard 
that CAROL BORDEN and GEORGETTE VIELLION attended the races - The 
Kentucky Derby, that is --- Our very own R&C staff member MAVIS 
STEWART (Central Supply) journeyed to Cleveland, Ohio to participate 
in a bridge tournament and even though Mavis didn't win she sez she 
enjoyed herself visiting with her sister and family!!!! 


Gnome LNULNGS sss = 
We're glad to have ALAN WOLFE back - he is working in Hematology-- 


For about four weeks in succession the Lab hosted a series of 
parties which were given for the following celebrants and reasons --- 
CAROLYN BECK (Blood Bank) who left on a leave of absence while awaiting 
the stork --- a pre-marital party for Technician AWNE CESARIO DUBITSKY 
=-- a goody-bye and good luck party for OLIVE FISHER (Lab Volunteer) 
Meemoavye lip tun city” for “sun city” (St. Petersbury, Fla.) by. the 
way, the Lab will sincerely miss "Ollie" who contributed to our front 
desk many, many valuable and devoted hours of service --- plus we lost 
loverly BEVERLY IRONS (Hematology) to Technicon --- Our EKG Department 
(JUDY MENZER and DOROTHY REICHELSON) moved to larger quarters on the 
7th floor (752) --- PEGGY CLUTE (Bacteriology) spent half of May being 
the dutiful citizen (jury duty) and the other half was spent at home 
fighting "the old virus bug" but since Peggy has returned glamourous 
SHEILA GLASGOW (Bacteriology) is off to vacation and visit with her 
family in Jamaica, W.I. --- 


Now, with so many leaving the Lab scene 
We're sure it seems we're falling apart at the seams 
But, have no fear- 'cause the Lab's still here and 


--conttnued from page 3-- 


Miss Bosco is also a talented seamstress. As a girl, she lived 
in an apartment house with many ladies who made sample dresses in the 
garment district. They taught her many sewing tips and that combined 
with the basting and hand work she did for her mother's sewing, gave 
her the knowledge to begin sewing on her own. She prefers simple 
patterns and likes the banlon fabrics and kettle cloth, a heavy cotton 
blend. 


The well-dressed lady in the Laboratory is MRS. GWENYTH BROOM, 
Dr. Bullough's secretary. Mrs. Broom has been making her own clothes 
for many years and admits that she can't remember when she last bought 
a ready-made summer dress. 


Her aunt and mother sewed for her when she was a child in Perth, 
Australia, and then as a teenager she and a couple of her friends took 
an evening sewing course in which they learned not only to sew but also 
to make their own patterns. After that she was on her own with her .sew- 
ing. It came in especially handy in Australia because of the heat. 

The new synthetic wash-and-wear fabrics hadn't yet been introduced, and 
so it was necessary to have several more changes of clothes than one 
would need today. Her approach to sewing is buy now, sew later. When 
she sees a fabric she can't resist, she buys it, approximating the 
yardage she will need and then later buys a pattern to suit the fabric. 
She often shops for fabrics near the Port Authority on 40th Street 
between 7th and 8th Avenues where she says she can get great bargains. 


Musical talents abound here at HSS. Personnel Assistant, 
MRS. HEDI WHITE is a member of the New York Choral Society in which 
she is 2nd Soprano. A member since 1965, Mrs. White has participated 
in their three concerts: given annually at Philharmonic Hall. 


The New York Choral Society performs work as diverse as the 
Baroque to Leonard Bernstein. Recently they performed the Bach 
B Minor Mass with Roger Wagner the guest conductor. Their director is 
Robert DeCormier, Director of the DeCormier Singers, who formerly 
directed the Belafonte Singers and did the arranging and conducting 
for Harry Belafonte. 


Mrs. White has always been active in choral groups, starting as 
a child in a church choir and then in high school in the young people's 
choir, and at Sweet Briar, in the college choir. With her high school 
choir, she traveled through Europe on a Concert tour sponsored by the 
U. S. State Department. 


This summer Mrs. White, along with the other members of the 
New York Choral Society will participate in "Summer Sings" on Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings at 165 West 57th Street. There will be guest 
conductors and the public is invited to participate. 


An out-doorsman with tremendous stamina iS MR. JAMES O'NEILL 
Financial Director of HSS. A native New Englander, Mr. O'Neill began 
camping when he was a Boy Scout. He resumed his interest when his son, 
now 17, became a Scout five years ago. 


They began hiking together and now try to camp out one weekend a month 
for all of the winter months. He prefers the winter since he would 
rather "battle the elements than the insects.” 


Last fall Mr. O'Neill and his son took a canoe trip down the 
Delaware River in a snowstorn, no less. This he describes as one 
of the roughest and coldest of his trips. Another weekend in early fall 
was spent on a privately-owned island in Long Island Sound. This past 
January they took their "survival hike" in Westchester County sleeping 
out in 10° below zero weather. 


The gear which is essential for these hikes is a light tent, a 
goose-down sleeping bag and a supply of dehydrated food which when 
boiled for one-half hour can be transformed: into, for example, beef 
Sstraganoff or beef stew. 


Tips which Mr. O'Neill gives to beginning campers and hikers are, 
first of all, have comfortable pair of sturdy shoes; keep your pack 
tight; if camping in winter, a duck-down or goose-down sleeping bag is 
essential; for summer camping, a dacron or other synthetic sleeping 
bag suffice; have a good supply of dehydrated food and for summer camp- 
ing, insect repellent -- and you're ready to go. 


Rock climbing is a part of hiking in which Mr. O'Neill has a great 
interest but which he has never tried. He tells of a cliff in New — 
Paltz, along the New York State Thruway where weekend climbers go and 
climb a sheer cliff 300 to 400 feet high. Maybe that will be his next 
plateau as an outdoorsman. 


A man who enjoys heights iS DR. CHARLES HAMLIN, Orthopedic 
Resident here at HSS. Dr. Hamlin flies a single-engine Piper Commanche 
with retractable gear which he keeps at the Westchester County Airport 
in White Plains. 


Dr. Hamlin was introduced to flying by a friend at Dartmouth. 
He regards flying as an aesthetic experience more than a skill and finds 
that those moments in the air are his most peaceful, restful times, 
particularily now with his busy life as a surgical resident. 


An accomplished pilot, Dr. Hamlin has been flying for eight years 
and flies about 150 hours per year. He explains that because of the 
unpredictable weather in the Northeast it is essential to have an 
instrument rating. 


Flying has a two-fold purpose for Dr. Hamlin. He uses it for 
both business and pleasure. Last January, he and DR. JOHN MARSHALL, 
also a pilot, flew to Jackson Hole, Wyoming for skiing. This spring 
Dr. Hamlin flew to Nashville, Tennessee to attend an academic course 
on the Upper Extremity. He also flies to Rhode Island to visit his 
parents, his sister in New Hampshire, and his brother Pim OLODLO. 

Dr. Hamlin plans to go out West when he completes his residence and 
work probably in private practice with a University affilracion.s. ~His 
pipe dream for the West is to get a twin-engine aircraft for longer- 
distance flying. 


Last, but by no means least, is MRS. CATHERINE JOHNSON (KITTY), 
HSS poetess, and Lab Receptionist. The occasion of one of her latest 
gems was the presentation of an aurevotr gift from the Laboratory staff 
to Miss Olive Fisher, volunteer in the Lab for several years and former 


HSS Medical Photographer: 
tA. LettearatomoLlivedt 
Dear Ollte: 


Would you belteve that? 

We talked and fussed, then 
cussed and discussed - 

And, just when we were 
about to gtve up tn 
disgust - 

We decided that - 

Sinee democracy ts sttll 
Liecmlave fasion 

We'd try tt, to ease our 
pent-up passtons! 

Hence, came these facts! 

Now, we want you to take 
thts loot - 

And buy yourself a snazzay 
pants-sutt 

Or 

Do your own thing, tn a jazzy 

wateh ring 
Or 

Buy a charm, to enetrele your 

arm - 


Or 
Take out a subscription, to 
the magazine of your 
desertptton - 
Or 
Keep your penectls sharp 
and keen, with an 
electrte pencil sharpner 
supreme - 
If none of these things move 
ou! 
Take thts advtse from one and 
all - 
Just you take thts cash and 
have a bash - 
Live tt supegiuri. _ Havesyour- 
self onévgqreat Dig parla. 


Stneerely, 
The Laboratory Staff 


Poetry is Mrs. Johnson's most recently discovered medium. She 
has written several pieces for special occasions at the Hospital 
and is a regular contributor to the R&C. 


Among Mrs. Johnson's other talents are singing and dancing, both 
of which she says were just born in her. She and MRS. MAVIS KEMBLE. 
used to perform in HSS variety shows to benefit the Harry Rashmajian 
Employee Fund. They did a form of modern dance described by 
Mrs. Johnson as "my interpretation of interpretive dance." After 
the variety shows were discontinued, she and Mrs. Kemble put ona 
fashion show here featuring clothes they themselves designed and made. 


It is impossible to summarize such a diversity of talent. It is 
clear however, that people such as those above undoubtedly bring to 
their work an added dimension because of their other interests. 


aks Kes. 


Do you have an interesting hobby you would like to share with us? 
Please contact the R&C X261 and we'll try to include it ina future 


issue. 


The Editors 


BROADWAY COMES TO HSS: 


By Judith Mahler 


On May 14th, seventeen of the 
SenOrs Of “Story Theater," a 
current Broadway hit, came to HSS 
for a benefit performance. The 
children (and parents and staff) 
were enthralled by their adap- 
tation of "Henny Penny" and 
"The Bremen Travelers". 


The next day we were ex- 
cited to see ourselves spread 
out on the centerfold of the 
New York Daily News. 


Our next event will be our 
annual barbecue on the roof - 
July 6th with the new singing 
sensation Peter Limongello as 
Sealeattraction, along with 
"Holly", Jet Set columnist of 
the Daily Mirror. Hope to see you 
there. 


: & 
P 2 ee 


Mr. Young congratulated Mrs. Hassie 
Dock on her unique record: 9 years 
of perfect attendance - - ata 
farewell 'coffee' on April 8th 
attended by members of Admin. and 
Bldg. Serv. Mrs. Dock left uS 3to 
move with her family to Florence, 
S. C. Best wishes, Hassie! 
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